
 

 

Vernon County Agricultural and Extension Education Committee 
Monthly Meeting Minutes – February 14, 2019 

11:00 a.m. – Erlandson Office Building 

 

Chairman Kevin Larson called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference 

Room of the Erlandson Building. Present were: Kevin Larson, Will Beitlich, Rod Ofte, Kelli 

Mitchell, Craig Saxe, Ashley Olson and Emery Bork. 

 

The public meeting notice was emailed to the Vernon County Computer Department and faxed to 

the County Clerk on February 1, 2019. 

 

Ofte moved, Mitchell seconded, to approve the January 10, 2019 minutes as printed. Motion 

carried. 

 

The Committee will not meet in March. April meeting date is to be determined. 

 

No visitors from the public were in attendance. 

 

Beitlich moved, Ofte seconded to approve the 2019 January Office Operation Expenses of 

$1,458.62. Motion carried.  Mitchell moved, Beitlich seconded to approve the 2019 January 

Teen Court Expenses of $1,010.54. Motion carried. 

 

Ag Educator report: 

● Questions starting to come in on land rents/leases from farmers and landowners. 

● Last BQA Class held here Feb 6th-25 participants. Still debating holding another class. 

● PAT trainings here on February 22nd and March 8th. 

● Shifting Gears in Westby Feb 26th, Mar 5th and Mar 13th. 

● Hemp webinar broadcast on Feb 25th. 

● Annual Cattle Feeders Workshop coming up Feb 27th in Bangor, WI. 

● Working on “Heart of the Farm” Program with La Crosse County in April. 

● Going to be speaking at the Vernon County Holstein Banquet this saturday evening and 

at the “Annie’s Project” meeting on Saturday Feb 23rd.  

● Questions about farm finances/what should I do from producers. 

 

4-H Coordinator report: 

● 4-H Banquet was held in January, new officers for Federation elected 

● Chemistry sets are being delivered monthly to each club in order to introduce STEM 

during meetings 

● Festival of Arts will be March 2, I’ll be judging the speaking performances 

● First Small Animal Committee Meeting on 2/17, egg incubation presentation 

● Beginning soliciting camp counselor applications 

● “All Together, Not the Same” Cultural training and meal planned for Saturday, March 30 

at noon 

● Sewing project is meeting with various clubs to do a pillowcase project. 

● Hiring college student to work with cloverbud initiatives this summer off of federal work 

study money now that we are a part of UW-Madison 

● Meeting with Area 13 4-H colleagues on 2/15 to discuss summer initiatives 

 

  

 



 

 

FoodWIse Coordinator report: 

● Towards the end of teaching sessions at North Crawford and Seneca 

● Participating in “Friends of the Pantry” meetings 

● Continuing in PSE online classes through FoodWIse 

 

Area Director – Division of Extension report:  

 Saxe shared a letter from the new Teen Court coordinator, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp 

indicating that the Teen Court leadership transition is complete.  Therefore, moving 

forward, Jonel’s full stipend of $750 should be paid out to Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp. 

 With Sonya Lenzendorf stepping down as the FoodWIse Coordinator, State approval has 

been giving to begin the hiring process for the FoodWIse Coordinator.  The Coordinator 

covers a 3 county area including Vernon County and was housed in Crawford County.  

As part of the hiring process, the successful candidate will help determine which County 

to be located in.   

 Saxe explained that Extension’s transition to UW-Madison is moving along smoothly.  

Likely, in March, the next step will be email addresses being switched from 

@ces.uwex.edu to @wisc.edu.  A process is also underway to migrate past emails and 

forward future emails to the new address. 

  
Ofte moved, Beitlich seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.  Motion carried. 


